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These three passages are based on the Twinkl Year 4 Term 1A spelling packs and give pupils the chance to 
recognise some of the spellings in context, especially when they are spelt incorrectly. 

Pupils should read through each of Mr Whoops’ passages where he has accidentally spelt ten of the Year 4 
Term 1A spelling words incorrectly. Pupils should highlight the words they believe to be errors and provide 
the correct spellings at the bottom of the activity sheet.

These Spot the Mistake with Mr Whoops assess and review activities will cover the highlighted words:

Spot Mr Whoops' Mistakes  
Teacher Guidance

Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6
Words with /aw/ 
spelt with augh 
and au

Adding the prefix 
in- (meaning ‘not’ 
or ‘into’)

Adding the prefix 
im- (before a root 
word staring with 
‘m’ or ‘p’)

Adding the prefix 
il- (before a root 
word staring with 
‘l’) and the prefix 
ir- (before a root 
word staring with 
‘r’)

Homophones & 
near homophones

Words with  /
shun/ endings 
spelt with ‘sion’ 
(if root word ends 
in ‘se’, ‘de’ or ‘d’)

caught

naughty

taught

daughter

autumn

clause

cause

astronaut

applaud

author

inactive

incorrect

inaccurate

insecure

indefinite

incomplete

infinite

inedible

inability

indecisive

immature

immeasurable

impossible

immortal

imperfect

impatient

immovable

impolite

important

improper

illegal

illegible

illogical

illiterate

illicit

irregular

irrelevant

irresponsible

irrational

irresistible

medal

meddle

missed

mist

scene

seen

board

bored

which

witch

division

invasion

confusion

decision

collision

television

revision

erosion

inclusion

explosion
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Spot Mr Whoops’ Mistakes 

Activity 1 
This awtumn, I’ve been spending far too much time board 
in front of my tellyvision, which is the main cawse of my wobbly tummy. I don’t 
want to be inacctive so I have decided to take up a sport as a hobby. I’ve always been 
a little insicur about my sporting abilities because I was always the person picked 
last for every team in PE at school. So what…I was a little impurrfect at throwing 
and catching? I always gave 100% and didn’t just stand there like some immoveable 
object. Despite my lack of inclution in school sports, I’m determined to get involved in 
a sports club now. Who knows - I could be the next big gold meddle winner! Nothing 
is impossible! 

Mr. Whoops needs to practise these words:

Mr Whoops is a little bit clumsy; in fact, he’s very clumsy! Even though he’s really 
trying hard with his writing, he’s still accidentally misspelt TEN of his Year 4 Term 
1A spelling words. Can you spot his mistakes?

Highlight them in the passage of text.

Could you then correct the words at the bottom of the 
sheet and create a list for Mr Whoops to practise?

Thanks for your help! I’ll get practising 
these words if only I could find where I’d 
left my pencil!
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Spot Mr Whoops’ Mistakes 

Activity 2
During the 1960s, Russia and the USA were cawght up in 
a space race; both countries wanted to be the first nation to send an astroonawt into 
orbit. At times, the space programme officials of both countries acted in an immateur 
and irresponsable way. They both sent poor, defenceless and illiturate animals up 
in spacecraft knowing they would likely not survive the indefinate journey. Animal 
rights activists considered this treatment completely irrashional. They tried hard to 
medal with plans to send more animals on test flights by protesting at the sceen of the 
launches but were unable to stop them. The activists’ views and the animals’ rights 
were irrelivant to the space agencies, who had just one thing on their minds – winning 
the race to get a man on the moon.

Mr Whoops needs to practise these words: 

Mr Whoops is a little bit clumsy; in fact, he’s very clumsy! Even though he’s really 
trying hard with his writing, he’s still accidentally misspelt TEN of his Year 4 Term 
1A spelling words. Can you spot his mistakes?

Highlight them in the passage of text.

Could you then correct the words at the bottom of the 
sheet and create a list for Mr Whoops to practise?

Thanks for sorting these for me... I do get 
myself in an awful muddle sometimes!
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Spot Mr Whoops’ Mistakes 

Activity 3
Despite my old school teachers being inpolite about my 
messy, apparently illegable handwriting, I have always had an immesurible love of 
writing. Right from the days when I was learning how to write a sentence or clawse on 
my school whitebored, I always dreamt of becoming a famous awthur so I’ve decided 
to write a book! However, I am finding it inpossible to choose what to write about; 
I’m feeling so indisisive. Perhaps I should write a fictional novel with an illecit spy as 
its unlawful and exciting main character, or maybe I should write a non-fiction text 
about the erotion of the rainforests or the endangered animals of the world. Whatever 
I write, it’s sure to be a bestseller!

Mr Whoops needs to practise these words: 

Mr Whoops is a little bit clumsy; in fact, he’s very clumsy! Even though he’s really 
trying hard with his writing, he’s still accidentally misspelt TEN of his Year 4 Term 
1A spelling words. Can you spot his mistakes?

Highlight them in the passage of text.

Could you then correct the words at the bottom of the 
sheet and create a list for Mr Whoops to practise?

Oh no! Didn't I spell these correctly? It's 
not like me to get myself mixed up!
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Spot Mr Whoops’ Mistakes Answer Sheet 
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bored television cause inactive

imperfect immovable inclusion medal

insecure autumn

caught astronaut immature irresponsible

indefinite irrational meddle scene

illiterate irrelevant

Activity 1 
This awtumn, I’ve been spending far too much time board in front of my tellyvision 
board, which is the main cawse of my wobbly tummy. I don’t want to be inacctive so 
I have decided to take up a sport as a hobby. I’ve always been a little insicur about 
my sporting abilities because I was always the person picked last for every team in 
PE at school. So what… I was a little impurrfect at throwing and catching? I always 
gave 100% and didn’t just stand there like some immoveable object. Despite my lack 
of inclution in school sports, I’m determined to get involved in a sports club now. Who 
knows - I could be the next big gold meddle winner! Nothing is impossible! 

Activity 2
During the 1960s, Russia and the USA were cawght up in a space race; both countries 
wanted to be the first nation to send an astroonawt into orbit. At times, the space 
programme officials of both countries acted in an immateur and irresponsable way. 
They both sent poor, defenceless and illiturate animals up in spacecraft knowing they 
would likely not survive the indefinate journey. Animal rights activists considered this 
treatment completely irrashional. They tried hard to medal with plans to send more 
animals on test flights by protesting at the sceen of the launches but were unable to 
stop them. The activists’ views and the animals’ rights were irrelivant to the space 
agencies, who had just one thing on their minds – winning the race to get a man on 
the moon.
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Spot Mr Whoops’ Mistakes Answer Sheet 

Page 1 of 2

impolite illegible immeasurable clause

author impossible indecisive illicit

board erosion

Activity 3 
Despite my old school teachers being inpolite about my messy, apparently illegable 
handwriting, I have always had an immesurible love of writing. Right from the days 
when I was learning how to write a sentence or clawse on my school whitebored, I 
always dreamt of becoming a famous awthur so I’ve decided to write a book! However, 
I am finding it inpossible to choose what to write about; I’m feeling so indisisive. 
Perhaps I should write a fictional novel with an illecit spy as its unlawful and exciting 
main character, or maybe I should write a non-fiction text about the erotion of the 
rainforests or the endangered animals of the world. Whatever I write, it’s sure to be  
a bestseller!


