
5th November 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers 

I am writing to keep in touch with you all and to update you on events in school as well as our continued 

response to the Coronavirus pandemic. 

First of all, a huge thank you to all parents and children who have very quickly followed our revised morning 

routine. We are really pleased how well it has gone. We hope that you have found the drop off procedures 

swifter. Can we ask parents not to queue up outside of classrooms on walk ways prior to the stated opening 

times of the door. Staggered starts are in place to prevent this queueing. Please keep 2m distance from other 

parents at all times. 

This week we have continued to see a rise in the number of parents who are testing positive for Covid-19. We 

have also had the first positive test result for a pupil. However due to the timing of the symptoms during half 

term there has been no need for classes to close. The time when people who have tested positive for COVID-

19 are infectious to others is from 48 hours before the onset of symptoms to 10 days afterwards (or from 48 

hours prior to the date of their test to 10 days afterwards if they have had no symptoms). Only people who 

came into contact with them during this time need to be advised to self-isolate. 

A polite reminder to parents, you must contact school if your child or anyone in your household has symptoms 

of coronavirus. You must also contact us if you have received notification via the track and trace system. School 

also requests sight of test results, both positive and negative. If a child tests positive over the weekend parents 

are requested to email headteacher@daneroyd.wakefield.sch.uk with a phone number for the school to 

contact the parent on. This is imperative to enable us to inform the wider class of potentially exposed children 

and staff to commence isolation immediately. 

At 3.45pm yesterday, the government produced new guidance for education and childcare settings in relation 

to the new national restrictions from today. Click here if you wish to read the guidance. 

The main points in the guidance are as below in the blue font: 

Visitors to the setting 

Settings should restrict all visits to the setting to those that are absolutely necessary. This means suspending 

parent and carer visits for: 

• new admissions, 

• settling-in children new to the setting 

• attending organised performances 

The school had already put these measures in place previously. There is clear guidance now that sadly 

Christmas productions will not take place this year. I am sure parents will understand exactly why this is the 

case. 

Clinically extremely vulnerable children and staff 
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Those children whose doctors have confirmed they are still clinically extremely vulnerable are 

advised not to attend childcare or nursery during the period this advice is in place. 

Children who live with someone who is clinically extremely vulnerable, but who are not clinically 

extremely vulnerable themselves, should still attend education or childcare. 

Parents of clinically extremely vulnerable children will be receiving a letter shortly confirming this advice. 

If your child is in receipt of a letter that confirms that they are still clinically extremely vulnerable, then 

parents are asked to contact the school immediately. 

Staff 

Those individuals who are clinically extremely vulnerable are advised to work from home and not to go into work. 

Individuals in this group will have been identified through a letter from the NHS or from their GP, and may have 

been advised to shield in the past. Staff should talk to their employers about how they will be supported, including 

to work from home where possible, during the period of national restrictions. 

All other staff should continue to attend work, including those living in a household with someone who is clinically 

extremely vulnerable. 

Our school is in a position where this change in advice will impact on our staffing levels. We are currently 

carrying out risk assessments with individual staff members. I am sure that parents will understand that 

there will be an impact on our ability to carry out some of our normal educational and support activities due 

to this change. The school will not receive any additional funding to pay for supply staff to cover any period 

of absence. 

Clinically vulnerable staff and children 

Staff and children who are clinically vulnerable or have underlying health conditions but are not clinically 

extremely vulnerable, may continue to attend early years and childcare settings in line with current guidance. 

Out-of-school activities and wraparound childcare 

Out-of-school activities (including wraparound care) may continue to operate if their primary purpose is providing 

registered childcare, or where they are offering other childcare activities, where this is reasonably necessary to 

enable parents to: 

• work or search for work 

• undertake training or education 

This means that our breakfast and after-school play care can continue to operate as can our wraparound 

care for nursery children. We know that our play care provision is vital for working parents. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 



Governing Body Parent Election 

Following the recent parent governor election process I can confirm that Mrs Hannah Legg has been elected 

as our new parent governor. 

Mrs Legg joined the first Governing Body meeting of the school year on the 21st October. The meetings are all 

currently held virtually due to Covid restrictions. 

Annually the governing body carry out a skills audit and identify any gaps or skills required to support specific 

areas of work within the governing body. This audit was carried out in the summer term. From this analysis, 

the Governing Body co-opted two parents to the Governing Body; Mr Nick Rook and Mr John Rhodes. All three 

new governors will complete a virtual induction with the Headteacher and the Chair of Governors. 

Thank you to all parents who kindly nominated themselves and to all the parents who took the time to vote. 

School Award 

The Headteacher on behalf of the school, was nominated by a parent for an ‘Unsung Hero’ award through the 

Community Foundation Wakefield District organisation in the Key Worker Category. 

Yesterday Miss Kelly was presented with the award and was interviewed outdoors at Trinity Walk by a film 

crew regarding the work of the whole staff team during the first lockdown period. The school has been 

recognised for the extended hours opening to support key workers and the identification of vulnerable children 

and families who need additional support as well as the work of class teachers and their communication with 

parents and children. 

I will inform parents when the awards information is published locally as there will be a vote for all the Key 

Worker winners. The award may have the name of the head teacher on it, but this really is an award for the 

whole school staff. 

Read, Write, Inc Reading Books 

A plea to parents in EYFS and Key Stage 1. We have a limited number of copies of each of the brand new 

reading scheme books. Once your child has read the book that is sent home, it is imperative that it is returned 

on a Tuesday. This allows the quarantining of the book before it is re-issued on a Friday to the next child. The 

next group of children are waiting for the returned books so that they can move on in their reading. We already 

have a number of books that have not been returned. We will be issuing fines to parents who have not returned 

these reading books as we will have to purchase further packs to enable the continual flow of the teaching of 

reading to take place. The school has spent over £7500 on the reading scheme books, training materials and 

implementation. We simply cannot afford for these books to be kept at home by parents. The school records 

every book that is sent home and we have records of which books have not been returned. 

School Milk 

The school milk provider has been unable to provide milk to school today as their carton marking machine has 

not been working. Their alternative was to provide large containers of milk however they were unwilling to 

provide disposable paper cups to serve the milk in. With Covid restrictions, you will understand that we do not 

have a supply of drinking cups. The provider will refund the cost of the milk for today directly to parents’ 

accounts. 

Individual and Family Photographs 



Around this time of year we normally have a professional school photography company booked to take 

individual and family portraits of all our children. Due to the Covid restrictions we are unable to invite non- 

essential visitors into school. We have a provisional date for the spring term, and will keep this under review. 

 


