
It engages people 
from across the 

country with the 
work of the UK 

Parliament, 
explores what 
Parliament 

means to them 
and empowers 

them to get 
involved.

What Is Parliament Week?

Organisations 
from across the 

country run 
events and 

activities all 
about 

Parliament.

Events from last 
year’s UK 

Parliament Week 
included lunches 
with politicians, 

special film 
screenings in 

cinemas, 
community 
debates and 

quizzes.

UK Parliament 
Week is a festival 

which takes 
place every year.



Parliament

The UK Parliament is the place where Members of Parliament (MPs) 
meet to make decisions and pass laws. Parliament makes sure that the 
government are running the country properly. 

The UK Parliament is made up of the Queen, the 
House of Lords and the House of Commons.



The UK Parliament

Northern Ireland has the Northern 
Ireland Assembly

The UK Parliament keeps control of 
foreign affairs and defence though.

England is the only country in the UK 
which does not have its own Parliament.

Scotland has the Scottish Parliament,

and Wales has the Welsh Assembly.



Houses of Parliament

The House of Lords and the House of Commons meet in the Houses of 
Parliament in Westminster, London. 

The clock tower is one of London’s most 
famous landmarks and is nicknamed Big Ben.



Queen Elizabeth II

The Queen is the head of state.

The Queen opens parliament each year, 
but because Britain has a constitutional 
monarchy it means the Queen does not 
exercise any political power.



House of Lords

The House of Lords is where peers meet. They check that new laws are fair.

Each member has either inherited a family title or has been given a title 
to recognise their good work in a certain area.

The Peers meet in the southern 
part of the Palace of Westminster.



House of Commons

The House of Commons is where the Members of Parliament (MPs) meet.

The Members meet in the northern 
part of the Palace of Westminster.

Each MP has been elected by the people in their constituency (local area). 
Most MPs belongs to a political party, although a very small number are 
independent.



Elections

Every 5 years, a general election is called by 
the Prime Minister.

In the UK, each adult can vote for a 
politician in their constituency (local area) to 
represent them in the House of Commons.

The political party which wins the majority of the 
seats forms the government. The leader of that 
political party becomes the Prime Minister.

The majority of politicians belong to a political party.



The Government

The Government is led by the Prime Minister.

The Prime Minister belongs to the political 
party with the majority of the seats.

The Prime Minister chooses their team of 
ministers from their party to lead the 
work on important areas of the country's 
business, such as trade and education.

These ministers are called the Cabinet and help 
the Prime Minister to run the country.




