
Reporting positive Covid-19 cases over the Christmas break 

School will be open on Friday 18th December 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

You may have seen in the press that the DfE yesterday announced that schools could change their INSET 

days and close on Friday 18th December. The purpose of the closure on this day was due to school 

leaders being expected to be available to work for 6 days after the end of term to implement track and 

trace procedures and inform parents of the need for their child to isolate following contact with a 

positive case. In conjunction with the Chair and Vice Chair of Governors, the Senior Leadership Team 

have made the decision to remain open on Friday 18th December as we believe that it would be 

extremely difficult for working parents to arrange childcare at such short notice on what normally would 

be a very busy working day. We hope that parents understand our decision to remain open. 

The Senior Leadership Team are willing to be available to work if necessary on these 6 days. 

 

In order to keep everyone safe in school it is vital that we are aware of any positive cases or testing for 

coronavirus within your household. I am thankful for the swift communication we have received from 

all our parents and carers so far as this is ensuring we are keeping our whole community safe and well.  

 

This letter will clarify our arrangements for reporting any positive Covid-19 cases over the Christmas 

break so we can continue to keep children, families and staff safe and well.  

 

In line with our current arrangements and government guidelines, all children can continue to attend 

school until the end of term when school closes at the end of the school day on Friday 18th December.  

Our allocated INSET day will be on Monday 4th January 2021. School will reopen on Tuesday 5th 

January. These arrangements have not changed.  

 

Parents will make their own decisions in respect of how many days to isolate before potentially 

meeting elderly relatives between the allowable period of 23rd to 27th of December. School will 

respect these decisions.  

 

The school senior leadership team will continue to be contactable via email when school is closed 

between 19th December to 24th December. Please use our Christmas Covid email address for this 

purpose CovidElf@daneroyd.com  😉 Please mark the email URGENT-POSITIVE TEST in the subject box 

and a member of the SLT will telephone you to gather further information. Please include your phone 

number in the e-mail. The return call will be from a withheld number. Any close contacts will be notified 

via the school text messaging service and asked to self-isolate. Any additional guidance and information 

will be sent by e-mail.  We are using this dedicated e-mail address so that any communication is not lost 

within the 100’s of e-mails that arrive daily into the school e-mail inbox. 

 

If your child has a positive test after 24th December, contact school on the above email address and a 

staff member will telephone you on Monday 4th January to check on the well-being of your family and 

direct you to our home learning. If you have had a positive test within your household or have been 

advised to self-isolate and you are unsure whether your child should return to school on Tuesday 5th 

January, please telephone the office on Tuesday 5th January and they will provide you with the latest 

advice from the NHS and Public Health England.    

 
I would like to take this opportunity to say a heartfelt thank you for ensuring your child has made a safe 
return to school this term. As ever, the children have worked incredibly hard and the whole staffing 
team at Dane Royd have been proud of the achievements they have made. Have a relaxing Christmas, 
stay safe and well and we look forward to seeing you all in the New Year.  
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Yours sincerely, 
 
Miss Kelly 


