
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Headteacher update: Thursday 19 March 2020 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

The whole school staff and the governing body have worked tirelessly in school today as we 

prepare to keep the school open for the children of key workers and our most ‘vulnerable’ 

learners. We have also planned a final day for all pupils including a special assembly led by 

our Year 6 pupils as they prepare for potentially their last day in school, tomorrow. 

We have tried to send multiple updates today using the national ParentMail system. 

However, due to unprecedented use by schools across the country their servers have 

crashed. Therefore we are using the school website and Twitter to share communications. 

Please do then pass on to other parents through your online social networks. 

It is my aim throughout this national crisis to communicate you with clarity and pace. The 

situation is moving very quickly, and we all have more questions than answers at the 

moment. As a school we are standing  ready to assist with the governments  response to the 

pandemic. There are many complicated issues to address immediately as a result of the 

government’s announcement yesterday. This will be our whole focus in the next few days. 

We have an enormous task to plan for the probable end of the school year as we know it 

and to plan for the care of key workers’ children. It will not be easy, but the scale of the 

crisis means that many solutions will have to be tried even though they are less than 

perfect. 

This is our civic responsibility. 

Decision making and information from the government continues to be fluid. The following 

comments relate to the next steps we are going to work through as a school. I hope they 

provide you with an indication of our plans at this stage. Again, things may well change. 

Phase 1: This covers getting the school to Easter by providing support and childcare for the 

children of key workers and ‘vulnerable’ pupils. Currently, we are trying to establish the 

definitions of these groups of pupils. The government is updating its definition of key 

workers. There are indicators that  these are the people who, in these unprecedented times, 

are needed on the frontline. This possibly means those working in the NHS, care homes, 

the police and fire service and school staff. It will also include people who are involved in 

retail delivery and those required to suddenly manufacture equipment, such as 

ventilators. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Our understanding is that the highest priority will be for families where both parents are 

keyworkers or where a sole parent is a key worker. Schools will need to take account of 

both: a) the latest government scientific advice on the proportion of pupils that it is 

advisable to maintain direct support for in order to maintain efforts to delay the spread of 

the virus. This has been set by the government as a maximum of 20% of the school 

population ; and b) the number of staff available to work. This may require schools to 

prioritise which pupils receive an offer, according to greatest need. 

‘Vulnerable’ children includes those with education, health and care plans (EHCP). We hope 

that once the Government advice is published later this evening, that during the day 

tomorrow we will be able to identify which children will be offered a childcare place from 

Monday. 

Phase 2: There is talk of maintaining provision for some children over the scheduled Easter 

break. This is unchartered territory. As such, planning to support an Easter provision will be 

dealt with next week. 

Phase 3: Beyond Easter we anticipate that there will be continual need for childcare, given 

the gravity of the national crisis. The school will communicate the plans once we have 

further information. 

The school is playing a very different role than that of an education institution. We will be 

providing childcare to enable frontline staff to deal with the scale of the coronavirus’ 

potential impact. We have to do what is necessary to allow key workers to work and to keep 

our most vulnerable children safe amid the social turbulence. 

We are  currently trying to establish how many of our parents/carers are required key 

workers. This may change when we are provided with the government’s key worker list.  

Again, I stress that there will be limits to the number of children we can take. 

We are currently creating an electronic form to be completed on our school website to 

assist us in creating a key worker register. Registration does not mean a place will be 

available, national criteria will need to be applied once it is published. We are taking this 

step as we have no national guidance at this point. 

I will send an update once the form is available, later this evening. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Again, thank you for your continued co-operation and support at this difficult time. We will 

continue to provide you with daily updates via the school website. 

Very best wishes to you all. 

Yours sincerely 

Miss Kelly 

Headteacher 

 


