
6th July 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers 

I am writing to you to update you on our planning as it stands for September 2020 as well as 
activities in school before we break for the summer holiday. 

The school received the 38 page guidance document for the opening of schools for September last 
week, the Senior Leadership Team are currently working on this document and planning for all of its 
implications. We will be sharing more detailed plans before school closes, we are unable to give 
parents further information at this stage as there are many logistical elements to plan for as well as 
planning for the safety and well-being of children, parents and staff. 

The government have published a document for parents in respect of the opening in September.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-
years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-
outbreak?utm_source=6%20July%202020%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_cam
paign=DfE%20C19 

This week will be the last week of phone calls that we will make to families. Our staff have very much 
enjoyed speaking to families during the lockdown period and have had some very special moments 
with children sharing their home learning experiences. We are thankful to parents for making the 
time to answer our calls and to stay in touch with us. 

We will be sending out an e-mail week commencing 13th July to all parents, this will include a copy of 
the annual written report for each child. The report covers academic progress and achievements up 
to the 20th March 2020 when school was suspended.  There is no attendance recorded on the report 
as attendance reporting has been suspended for this year by the government.  

Within this e-mail for children in UFS to Y6 next year,  we will include the name of their  new class 
teacher and the class that the children are in. These classes will be fixed and are not negotiable. Due 
to the level of planning that is required in order to re-open in September and in order to meet the 
guidance on pupils remaining in class bubbles and minimising movement of children and staff, we 
have had to plan extremely carefully the staffing in each class. 

On Friday 10th July, we will be publishing the last week of home learning for pupils on our school 
website. Thank you to all the parents who have shared their positive experiences of our home 
learning platform. We will be publishing some holiday style summer project activities on our school 
website for those parents who would like to engage. 

As part of the guidance set by the government the school must plan for continued learning for pupils 
in the event of a local lockdown due to the Corona Virus. This includes whole school lockdown due 
to a city wide lockdown as well as Key Stage, Year Group or class closures due to positive cases of 
Covid-19. In order to support learners further the school is currently working on the implementation 
of Microsoft Teams, which will allow each child, if they have access to a device and the internet, to 
take part in online lessons. This is an initiative which has been launched by the government. Further 
information will follow. The school will also be prepared to roll out a paper based programme for 
families that do not have access to the internet or sufficient electronic devices in their household. 
We do know and understand that not every family has multiple devices or internet access.  
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In September 2020, in line with the current Inspection Framework we will be changing how we teach 
phonics. The Governing Body have approved a significant investment in a new reading scheme, 
Read, Write Inc.  This scheme has been successfully implemented in schools across the country and 
is used in many high performing and rapidly improving schools in Wakefield. We will be setting up an 
information page on our school website for parents as well as sending out electronic training in 
September. We are also mindful of government guidance in relation to taking reading books home, 
as books will need to be ‘quarantined’ between their use! More information to follow. 

Transition booklets for pupils with an EHCP who require this additional support will be sent out by 
Mrs White week commencing 13th July. 

Mrs Hartshorne our Nursery Teacher is currently organising how we will introduce our new Nursery 
starters from September 2020, this will be communicated to Nursery parents directly. 

The Senior Leadership Team will be having a remote Governing Body meeting in the last week of 
term when the revised risk assessment in respect of the September re-opening will be discussed and 
hopefully approved. The Headteacher has been working directly with the Chair of Governors 
throughout the pandemic and together they have ensured that all guidance has been followed 
exactly and that finance for additional resources has been re-directed to support the current 
opening of school. 

It is the full intention of the Senior Leadership Team and the Governing Body that Dane Royd will be 
open to all children in September and that the before and after school playcare will also be available. 
Any parent who has not yet returned the childcare request form should do so by the 8th July to 
ensure they are allocated a place. 

I appreciate that this is a great deal of information and that there is much more to follow in the 
coming days, it is always our intention to keep parents fully aware of the operational details of the 
school during this crisis. It is hoped that this level of detail is useful for all parents.  

Yours sincerely 

  

Miss Kelly 

 


