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Monday

L.O. I can decipher the meaning of challenging texts

L.O. I can use contextual knowledge as well as 
dictionaries, to determine the meaning of new words 
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On your table you have a copy of ‘In Flanders Fields.‛ 
Please read through it in your head. and then glue it into 
your English book. 
Take notice of the punctuation, and imagine how it
would sound if you were to read it out loud.

Top tip:
Full stop – long break
Semi-colon – medium break
Comma – short break.

In Flanders Fields Poem.docx
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Word -
Word Class - 
Meaning -
Synonym -

Vocabulary
Let's explore some of the tricky 
vocabulary in the poem.

Remember to scan down the 
page to find the word.

Highlight / underline the word 
when you find it.

The words are on the next slide!
Set out in books like this!
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1) Scarce

2) amid 

3) dawn

4) quarrel 

5) foe

6) faith

Vocabulary
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Map of Europe.  Can you locate Belgium?

Belgium is a small country nestled between France, Germany, Luxemburg 
and The Netherlands.



Remembrance day reading lesson.notebook

6

November 08, 2020

Flanders is a region of Belgium.  A little bit like our regions, eg: 
Yorkshire etc…
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Listen to this performance of ‘In Flanders Fields.‛
Consider how the performer controls their voice, uses silence, 
reads through the  lines, changes the pace of the recital and 
emphasises certain words.
You will be working in pairs to recite the poem, so listen really carefully to the 
performance and use it to help your own delivery of the poem.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eq2BepN3CM

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eq2Be-pN3CM
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L.O. I can draw inferences from a poem
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Modelled Inference Question:

Look at verse one.  Do you think the war is still continuing even 
though the soldiers have died?  Use evidence from the text to 
support your answer.

We will use Answer it Prove it Explain it (APE) to answer this question. 
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Independent Inference Question

Look at verse two.  Do you think the soldiers had family and 
friends who cared about them?

Use Answer it Prove it Explain it (APE) to 
answer the questions
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Possible answer:

Yes they did.  I know this because the text says 
“Loved and were loved.”  This means that the 
soldiers had people in their lives that cared about 
them and they too had people who they cared for. 

Answer it Prove it Explain it (APE) 
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Wringing Sentences

Each row will be given a verse from the poem to focus on. You need 
to copy the given verse into the box in the middle of the sheet. 
You then need to 'wring' the verse for meaning, by making as many 
inferences as you can from the verse. 

Wringing sentences task.docx

Wringing sentences for 
meaning
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Modelled answer

Wringing sentences for 
meaning

In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,

That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.

This tells me that...

The author has chosen the word...
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Tuesday

L.O. I can perform a poem using a wide range of 
devices to engage the audience and for effect
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Today I would like you to carry out a paired reading of ‘In 
Flanders Fields.‛

Take notice of the punctuation, and read out loud 
carefully and sensitively.
You could read a verse at a time or take turns in reading the whole poem.
You might decide to read parts together for emphasis.
You could even try it without the words!

Top tips:
Full stop – long break
Semi-colon – medium break
Comma – short break.
Speed of words
Soft and loud voice
Moments of silence
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Listen to this performance of ‘In Flanders Fields.‛
It‛s been turned into a song – it‛s another way to express this 
poignant poem.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qyQyhVXUwM0

You will have another chance to perform the poem to the class

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qyQyhVXUwM0
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Performance.
Take notice of the punctuation, and read out loud carefully and sensitively.

Top tips:
Full stop – long break
Semi-colon – medium break
Comma – short break.
Speed of words
Soft and loud voice
Moments of silence
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Modelled Author‛s Use of language Question

‘We are the dead.‛  Why do you think the poet used such a short 
sentence?

We will use Explain it (E) to answer this question. 
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Independent Author‛s use of language question

Why do you think some lines do not rhyme with others?

You only need to Explain it (E) to answer this question. 
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Possible answer:
The lines that do not rhyme break the rhyming pattern, this 
makes the reader stop, think and remember the fallen 
soldiers.

Explain it (E) 
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Independent task: Design a picture representing our fallen heroes.

Copy out ‘In Flanders Fields‛ onto tracing paper.

Attach the poem over the top of your picture – the effect 
will be AMAZING.
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See how effective
the poems look
when they are
added over
the picture.

Think carefully 
about the images 
you want to use.
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SMART Notebook


In Flanders Fields



by John McCrae, May 1915

In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.

We are the Dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders fields.

Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields.

















Inspiration for “In Flanders Fields”

During the early days of the Second Battle of Ypres a young Canadian artillery officer, Lieutenant Alexis Helmer, was killed on 2nd May, 1915 in the gun positions near Ypres. An exploding German artillery shell landed near him. He was serving in the same Canadian artillery unit as a friend of his, the Canadian military doctor and artillery commander Major John McCrae.

As the brigade doctor, John McCrae was asked to conduct the burial service for Alexis because the chaplain had been called away somewhere else on duty that evening. It is believed that later that evening, after the burial, John began the draft for his now famous poem “In Flanders Fields”.

It is thought that doctor John McCrae (30 November 1872 — 28 January 1918) began the draft for his famous poem ‘In Flanders Fields’ on the evening of the 2 May, 1915 in the second week of fighting during the Second Battle of Ypres.

It is believed that the death of his friend, Alexis Helmer, was the inspiration for McCrae's poem ‘In Flanders Fields’. The exact details of when the first draft was written may never be known because there are various accounts by those who were with McCrae at that time.

· One account says that he was seen writing the poem sitting on the rear step of an ambulance the next day while looking at Helmer's grave and the vivid red poppies that were springing up amongst the graves in the burial ground.

· Another account says that McCrae was so upset after Helmer's burial that he wrote the poem in twenty minutes in an attempt to compose himself.

· A third account by his commanding officer, Lieutenant Colonel Morrison, states that John told him he drafted the poem partly to pass the time between the arrival of two groups of wounded at the first aid post and partly to experiment with different variations of the poem's metre.
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