
Progression of Reading Comprehension Skills  

 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4  Year 5  Year 6  

Vocabulary  Check that a simple 

text, that they can 

read independently, 

makes sense to them 
as they read it.  

 

 
 

 

 

Begin to self-
correct any mis-

read words, using 

their phonic 

knowledge, if it is 
not making sense.  

 

 
 

Discuss word 

meaning with an 

adult and link new 
meanings to those 

words that they 

already know.  
 

 

 

 
 

 

Discuss a wide range 

of high-quality 
books (including 

Check that a text, 

that they can read 

independently, makes 

sense to them as they 
read it.  

 

 
 

 

 

Continues to develop 
their ability to self-

correct any mis-read 

words. Inaccuracies 

should become less 
common as the 

children’s fluency 

grows.  
 

Discuss and clarify 

word meaning and link 

new meanings to those 
already known. Also 

draw on what they 

already know from the 
text, or on background 

information, to 

develop their 

understanding of what 
they are reading.  

 

Discuss their 

favourite words and 
phrases.   

Check that a text 

makes sense to them 

as they read it, 

discussing their 
understanding and 

explaining the meaning 

of any new words that 
they come across, in 

context. 

 

Most of the time, will 
self-correct misread 

words when reading 

age-appropriate texts. 

 
 

 

 
 

Begin to use 

dictionaries as well as 

other known 
strategies (reading 

around the word, peer 

support) to check the 
meaning of any new 

words that they are 

exposed to.  

 
 

 

Discuss the authors’ 

choice of words and 
phrases and the 

Establish the meaning 

of a text as they read 

it, using known 

strategies 
appropriately, 

discussing their 

understanding as it 
develops. 

 

 

Always self-correct 
misread words when 

reading age-

appropriate texts and 

suggest the meaning 
of new words in 

context. 

 
 

Use dictionaries to 

check the meaning of 

new words that they 
have read that they 

are unsure of. 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Discuss how language 

influences the reader. 
 

Establish the meaning 

of more complex texts 

as they read them, 

using a range of known 
strategies 

appropriately, 

discussing their 
understanding as it 

develops.  

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Use contextual and 

genre knowledge as 

well as dictionaries, to 
determine alternate 

meanings of new words 

and those that they 
already know.  

 

 

 
 

 

Discuss and evaluate 

the vocabulary used 
by the author to 

Confidently decipher 

the meaning of 

challenging texts, 

using a range of known 
strategies 

appropriately. 

Confidently discuss 
their understanding as 

it develops.  

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Confidently use 

contextual and genre 

knowledge as well as 
dictionaries, to 

determine alternate 

meanings of new words 
and those that they 

already know.  

 

 
 

 

Analyse and evaluate 

how authors use 
language, including 
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those which they 

are unable to read 

independently) to 

broaden their 
growing vocabulary 

bank  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

  

effect that specific 

language has on the 

reader.  

Discuss specific 

vocabulary used to 

capture readers’ 

interest and 
imagination. 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Identify how language 

contributes to the 
overall meaning of 

what they are reading. 

create effect, 

including figurative 

language, considering 

how these word 
choices have had an 

impact on the reader. 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Can identify and begin 

to explain how 
language contributes 

to the overall meaning 

of what they are 
reading. 

figurative language, 

and how it is used for 

effect, using technical 

terminology such as 
simile, metaphor, 

analogy, imagery, style 

and effect.  
 

Identify and comment 

on genre-specific 

language used in age-
appropriate texts. 

 

Can identify and 

explain clearly how 
language contributes 

to the overall meaning 

of what they are 
reading. 

 

 

Retrieve 

and Record 

Begin to identify 

and explain some of 

the key features of 
fiction and non-

fiction texts. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Identify and explain 

most of the key 

features of fiction 
and non-fiction texts 

such as: characters, 

events, titles and 

information. 
 

 

 
Recognise that non-

fiction books are 

often structured in 

different ways. 

Begin to locate 

information using 

skimming, scanning and 
text marking. 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Use text features, 

such as subheadings, 

to retrieve 

Locate information 

using skimming, 

scanning and text 
marking 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Identify a range of 

presentational devices 

used to guide the 

reader in non-fiction 

Skim and scan 

efficiently for 

vocabulary, key ideas 
and facts 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Use knowledge of 

texts and organisation 

devices to retrieve, 

record and discuss 

Skim and scan 

efficiently to extract 

information from age-
appropriate texts and 

make well organised 

notes of the main 

ideas using quotation 
and reference to the 

text using own words.  

 
Use non-fiction 

materials for 

purposeful 

information retrieval 
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Explain orally their 

understanding of 

what has been read 

to them by 
retrieving some 

simple information 

from a text.  

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Ask and answer simple 

retrieval questions 

about a text, orally 

and in writing.  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

information from non-

fiction texts.  

 

 
 

 

 
When retrieving and 

recording, make some 

notes using some 

reference to the text. 
 

 

 

 

and use these 

organisational 

features to retrieve, 

record and discuss 
information from the 

text. 

 
When retrieving and 

recording, the 

children can make 

notes using some 
simple quotation and 

reference to the text 

 

 

information from 

fiction and non-fiction 

texts 

 
 

 

 
When retrieving and 

recording information 

from a range of age-

appropriate texts, the 
children can make 

notes using quotation 

and reference to the 

text.  

and in contexts where 

pupils are genuinely 

motivated to find out 

information.  
 

 

 
When retrieving and 

recording from a 

range of age-

appropriate texts, the 
children should make 

extensive notes using 

sophisticated 

quotation and explicit 
reference to the text.  

 

 
 

Sequence Sequence the key 

events in a well-
known story. 

 

Retell familiar 

stories 

Sequence the key 

events in a story. 
 

 

Become increasingly 

familiar with and 
retell a wide range of 

stories, fairy stories 

and traditional tales.  
 

Discuss the sequence 

of events in a book 
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and how information is 

related.  

 

Recognise simple 
recurring literary 

language in stories and 

poetry.  

Infer Begin to make simple 

inferences.  

Make more complex 

inferences on the 

basis of what is being 
said and done.  

Draw generally 

accurate inferences 

such as inferring 
character’s feelings 

from their thoughts 

and actions 
sometimes, but not 

always fully supported 

through reference to 

the text.  

Draw generally 

accurate inferences 

from characters’ 
feelings, thoughts and 

motives that justifies 

their actions, 
supporting their views 

with evidence from 

the text. 

 
 

 

 

Begin to infer 
underlying themes and 

ideas. 

 
 

 

 

Discuss how speech 
can show a character’s 

emotions 

 
 

Draw accurate 

inferences from 

characters’ feelings, 
thoughts and motives 

that justifies their 

actions, supporting 
their views with 

strong evidence from 

the text. 

 
 

 

 

Can infer underlying 
themes and ideas. 

 

 
 

 

 

Begin to make links 
between the authors’ 

use of language and 

the inferences drawn.  
 

 

Draw inferences such 

as inferring 

characters’ feelings, 
thoughts and motives 

from their actions, 

and justify their 
inferences with strong 

evidence from the 

text, ensuring that 

they wring the text 
for all evidence 

available.  

 

Always infers 
underlying themes and 

ideas. 

 
 

 

 

Consider different 
accounts of the same 

event and discuss 

viewpoints 
 

Discuss how 

characters change and 

develop through texts 
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by drawing inferences 

based on indirect 

clues. 

 
Begin to see how 

inferences draw on 

the meaning of words, 
their use in context, 

and that they can be 

cumulative, as clues 

are picked up through 
a text. 

Predict  Begin to make simple 
predictions.  

Begin to make more 
complex predictions 

about what might 

happen on the basis of 

what has been read so 
far in the text.  

 

Make plausible 
predictions based on 

details stated in the 

text.  

 
 

Justify predictions 

using evidence from 

the text. 

Make plausible 
predictions based on 

details stated in the 

text and details that 

have been implied.   
 

Justify predictions 

more accurately using 

evidence from the 
text.  

Make plausible 
predictions based on 

details stated in the 

text and details that 

have been implied,  
 

Justify predictions in 

detail with evidence 

from the text, 
referring accurately 

to elements from 

across the text to 
support predictions 

and opinions 

Make predictions 
based on details 

stated in the text and 

details that have been 

implied. 
 

Justify predictions in 

detail with evidence 

from the text, always 
referring accurately 

to elements from 

across the text to 
support predictions 

and opinions. 

Responses should be 

well-considered and 
expanded.   
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Summarise   Identify and 

summarise the main 

details from more 

than one paragraph in 
a few sentences, using 

vocabulary from the 

text 

Identify and 

summarise main 

details from more 

than one paragraph in 
a few sentences 

accurately and 

succinctly using 
vocabulary from the 

text.  

 
Understand how 
paragraphs are used 

to order and build up 

ideas and can be used 

by readers to monitor 
and summarise 

Identify and 

summarise main ideas 

drawn from more than 

one paragraph, 
identifying key details 

in the summary to 

support the main 
ideas.  

 

Produce an accurate 

and succinct summary, 

paraphrasing the main 

ideas from across the 
text or a range of 

sources.  

Explain    Begin to use 
vocabulary from the 

text to support simple 

explanations.  

Use specific 
vocabulary and ideas 

expressed in the text 

to support their 

explanations.  

Use specific 
vocabulary and ideas 

expressed in 

increasingly 

challenging texts, to 
explain their 

understanding of what 

they have read, 
including through 

formal presentations 

and debate 

 
Identify and explain 

the authors’ point of 

view with reference to 
the text.  

Use specific 
vocabulary and ideas 

expressed in 

challenging texts, to 

explain and discuss 
their understanding of 

what they have read, 

including through 
formal presentations 

and debate 

 

 
Identify and 

accurately explain the 

author’s point of view 
with detailed 

reference to the text. 



Progression of Reading Comprehension Skills  

Compare, 

Contrast 

and 

Comment  

Listen to and discuss 

a wide range of 

texts including 

fiction, non-fiction 
and poetry at a level 

beyond that which 

they can read 
independently.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Become very 
familiar with key 

stories, fairy stories 

and traditional tales 
and consider their 

characteristics. 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Listen to and discuss 

texts from a wide 

range of genres, at a 

level beyond which 
they can read 

independently and 

those that they can 
read themselves, 

explaining their 

understanding and 

expressing their 
views.  

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Recognise, listen to 

and discuss texts 

from a wide range of 

genres.  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Discuss and compare 

texts from a wide 

variety of genres and 

writers. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Identify features 

that characterise 
books set in different 

cultures or historical 

settings 
 

Identify themes and 

conventions in a wide 

range of books.  
 

 

 

 
 

 

Read a wide range of 

genres, identifying the 

characteristics of 

text types and 
differences between 

text types. 

 
Participate in 

discussions about 

books that are read to 

them and those they 
can read for 

themselves, building 

on their own and 

others’ ideas and 
challenging views 

courteously. 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

To read for pleasure, 

discussing, comparing 

and evaluating in 

depth across a wide 
range of genres, 

including myths, 

legends, traditional 
stories, modern 

fiction, fiction from 

our literary heritage 

and books from other 
cultures and 

traditions. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Recognise more 

complex themes in 
what they read (such 

as loss or heroism). 
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Begin to link a text 

to their own 
experiences 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Talk about the 

importance of the 
title.  

 

Talk about the 
importance of an 

event that has taken 

place in the text. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Make simple links 

between the text they 
are reading and other 

texts that they have 

read or personal 
experience.  

 

 

 

 

Make increasingly 

more complex links 
between the text they 

are reading and other 

texts that they have 
read or personal 

experience 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Use appropriate 

terminology when 
discussing texts 

 

 

Make increasingly 

complex and relevant 
links to other known 

texts or personal 

experience 
Make links between 

texts and the wider 

world. 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Refer to authorial 

style and overall 
themes when 

discussing texts.  

 
Notice and discuss 

how the author’s 

choice and order of 

content is linked to 
purpose. 

 

 

Make strong links 

between age-
appropriate texts and 

their audience, 

purpose, time and 
culture drawing on a 

good knowledge of 

authors  

 
Make comparisons 

within and across 

books by comparing 

information, 
characters or events 

within and between 

age-appropriate texts.  
 

 

Provide reasoned 

justifications for 
their views  

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Make detailed 

comparisons between 
characters, settings 

and themes within a 

text and across more 
than one text. 

 

 

 
Compare and discuss 

accounts of the same 

event or characters or 

settings or viewpoints 
in texts, exploring a 

similar theme or topic, 

or written in a similar 
genre. 

 

Explain and justify 

how texts relate to 
audience, purpose, 

time and culture, and 

refer to specific 
aspects of a text 

which exemplify this. 
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Recommend books 

that they have read to 
their peers, giving 

reasons for their 

choice, including 

personal choice.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Discuss their 

understanding of what 
they have read, 

including through 

formal presentations 
and debates, 

maintaining a focus on 

the topic and using 

notes where 
necessary. 

 

Listen to guidance and 

feedback on the 
quality of their 

explanations and 

contributions to 
discussions and to 

make improvements 

when participating in 

discussions. 
 

Recommend books 

that they have read to 
their peers, giving 

detailed reasons for 

their choices, provide 

reasoned 
justifications for 

their views.  
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Ongoing 

throughout 

the year: 

 
Poetry and 

Performance  

 
Role Play  

Learn to appreciate 

rhymes and poems 

and recite some 

simple poems by 
heart. 

 

Begin to try out 
some of the 

language that they 

have listened to in 

order to explore 
characters in the 

books that are read 

to them.  

 
Recognise and join in 

with predictable 

phrases in books 
that are read to 

them.  

Listen to, prepare and 

perform a developing 

repertoire of poetry, 

including 
contemporary and 

classical poetry, 

beginning to use 
appropriate intonation.  

Listen to, prepare and 

perform a wide range 

of poems and play 

scripts that show 
some awareness of the 

audience when reading 

aloud, using 
appropriate intonation 

and volume.  

 

. 

Recognise and discuss 

some different forms 

of poetry  

 
Listen to, prepare and 

perform a wide range 

of poems and play 
scripts. Begin to 

develop their use of a 

range of appropriate 

techniques to show 
awareness of the 

audience when reading 

aloud. 

Listen to, prepare and 

perform a wide range 

of poems and play 

scripts (including 
poems learnt by heart) 

continually showing an 

awareness of audience 
when reading out loud 

using intonation, tone, 

volume and action. 

Confidently perform 

texts (including poems 

learnt by heart) using 

a wide range of 
devices to engage the 

audience and for 

effect. 

 


