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Cinema

Women in Culture

1927

The fist ‘talkie’ is 
released – a movie 
with sound!

Cinema was a massive industry in the 1920s. 
Hollywood, a suburb of Los Angeles in California, 

became the hub for movie making. For much 
of the 1920s, movies were silent. Ticket sales 
reached a hundred million per week by 1929.

Cinema remained popular throught the 1930s and 
1940s. Films now had sound and often reflected 

the hard times of the depression and raised morale 
of the people. Cinemas played an important part in 

informing people about the Second World War.

1929

‘Gold Diggers of Broadway’ 
becomes the top-selling movie of 
the year, grossing $5.25 million.

1935

Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers star 
in ‘Roberta’, the first of many movies 
that feature the feel-good double act.

1937

Walt Disney releases 
the first feature-length 
animation ‘Snow White’.

1951

‘I Love Lucy’ is the 
most-watched TV 
show in the USA.

Cinema remains popular, but begins to be 
replaced by television as more and more 

people get sets at home. TV is dominated by 
advertising and begins to cater to children 
with special programmes aimed at them.

1920

Women gain the 
right to vote in all 
US states.

The 1920 saw women wearing clothes that covered 
them up thoroughly and they were not supposed to 
hang around with boys without a chaperone. As the 
1920s progressed ‘flappers’ emerged; women in short 

skirts that would smoke in public!

Women became an important part of the 
economy as the USA joined the Second World 

War. They worked in many industries and 
developed more freedom. Women were often 

glamorous stars of Hollywood movies.

1929

10 million women 
are in work.

1941 

35% of married 
women are in work.

1945

50% of married 
women are in work.

1951

Lucille Ball becomes the first woman to appear pregnant 
on TV, although the word ‘pregnant’ was seen as too 
shocking to be used and was changed to ‘expecting’.

Life for women became increasingly easier as 
time-saving technology such as washing machines 

became commonplace in the home. Women 
increasingly worked more, but were not paid 

equally; often seen as housewives and nothing else.
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Youth Culture Music

Sport

1921 
There is one 
licenced radio 
station in the USA.

The 1920s saw Jazz music as 
the most popular genre. African-
Americans created Jazz and this 

became immensely popular across 
American society, leading the 1920s 

to be known as the Jazz Age.

Jazz continued to be the most popular 
form of music throughout the 1930s 
and the Second World War. American 

Jazz bands such as the Glenn Miller Big 
Band would tour Europe, raising the 
morale of American and Allied troops. 

1922 
There are 508 
radio stations 
in the USA.

1939 
28 million 
homes own a 
radio.

1956 
Elvis Presley releases 
his Rock and Roll song 
‘Hound Dog’.

The 1950s saw the birth of Rock 
and Roll music. Superstars such 
as Elvis Presley used instruments 
such as electric guitars to wow 

the youth and spawn a new 
feeling of teenage rebellion.

1919-1926 
Jack Dempsey holds 
the title of world 
heavyweight champion. 

The two most popular sports in the 1920s 
were boxing and baseball. Boxing was 

seen as a way for people from immigrant 
families to become rich and famous. 

Baseball made teams a lot of money, with 
high profile fans such as Al Capone.

Baseball remains the 
number one sport in the 
USA. Basketball becomes 

popular too, with teams like 
the Harlem Globetrotters 

become superstars. 

1927 
The Harlem Globetrotters 
team is formed. 

1951 
The New York Yankees 
win their 15th World 
Championship title.

Attendence at baseball games 
gradually fell through the 1950s. 
Many things were blamed, but 

mostly the growth of TV and even 
the popularity of Elvis. The New York 

Yankees dominated the decade.

1920s youth culture was built around 
Jazz and Blues music. Dancing, less-
formal clothing and the habits of drinking 
alcohol and smoking cigarettes made 
older generations see Jazz as a corrupting 
influence.

Prohibition and the war 
make youth culture less 
flamboyant. Many young 
American men go to fight 
in Europe and Asia.

The birth of Rock and Roll sees an 
upsurge of rebellion amongst the 
youth. Older generations again blame 
music for corrupting the youth and 
the term ‘teenager’ is first used.
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