
 

 

 

 
Knowledge Organiser 

An example of a classification key 

Facts about living things and their habitats 

Animals and plants can be grouped in different ways so 
that we can understand how all living organisms are 

related.  

Animals are given scientific names so that people all 
around the world can communicate about animals no 

matter what language they speak.  

You can use classification keys to help group, identify 

and name a variety of living things.  

A habitat is a place where an animal and plant lives. It 
provides food, water, shelter and space to raise it’s 

young. Different animals and plants require different 
habitats to survive and reproduce.  

Environmental changes can affect a habitat, such as, 
deforestation, global warming and pollution. Habitats 

can be destroyed and therefore reduce the population 
of some animal and plant species.  

Characteristics of living things 

Animals are classified as either vertebrates or inver-
tebrates. Vertebrates have a backbone or a spine, 

whilst invertebrates do not.  

To stay alive and healthy, all living things 
need certain conditions that let them carry 

out the seven life processes.  You can  
remember these using Mrs Gren.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

            

 

    

Examples of different vertebrates 

Mammals 

Vocabulary/Terminology 

Amphibians — Cold blooded vertebrates that live in both water and on land.  They 
are born in the water with gills. In their adult form, it’s their lungs that enable 
them to breath air. They also breathe by absorbing oxygen directly through their 
skin. 

Birds— Warm blooded vertebrates which lay eggs. They have feathers, wings and a 
beak. 

Endangered— A plant or animal with little of their species left, scientists are con-
cered that they might become extinct.  

Extinct— When a species has no more members alive on the planet.  

Fish— Cold blooded vertebrate. They breath underwater through gills. They usually 
have fins and scales. They live in the water and most lay eggs.  

Flowering— A plant that produces flowers and therefore seeds.  

Habitat—The natural home or environment in  which an organism lives.  

Insects—Small invertebrates with a body made up of three parts.. Most insects lay 
eggs. 

Invertebrate– An animal without a backbone.  

Mammals– Warm blooded vertebrates with fur or hair. Females produce milk to feed 
their young. They give birth to live young.  

Non-flowering– A plant that produces spores, mosses and ferns.  

Population– The number of animals, plants or humans in a particular place.  

Reptiles—Cold blooded vertebrates, which lay eggs. Their skin is covered by small 
hard plates called scales.  

Vertebrate—An animal with a backbone or spine.  
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