
22nd May 2020 
 
Dear Parent / Carer  
I am writing to update you on our ongoing response to the Covid-19 crisis. There is continual 
coverage in the media of what schools may or may not do, much of which is speculation as well 
as medical and scientific experts that have differing views.  
I want to be very clear to you all that at Dane Royd School myself and the Governing Body will 
make decisions regarding any additional opening to key year groups based on a comprehensive 
risk assessment as well as advice from Wakefield Council. 
 
Earlier this week the Leader of Wakefield M.D.C., Cllr Denise Jeffery, issued a press statement 
saying that she felt that 1st of June was too early for the wider re-opening of schools.  Since 
then many Councils across the country have made it clear that they feel that it is too soon and 
are advising their schools not to open. 
The Government, when making the announcement about re-opening, set out 5 tests that 
would need to be met in order for it to go ahead with re-opening.  At this moment, not all of 
these tests have been met and it has been suggested that should they not be met the 
Government will review their decision. The Prime Minister is expected to make an 
announcement regarding the outcome of these tests on 28th May. 
As a school, we are listening to the genuine concerns of parents, our parent governors, the 
wider membership of our Governing Body and our staff.  
Throughout the Coronavirus crisis, the school has communicated directly to parents in an open 
and honest manner, sharing all information available to the school. It is my intention to 
continue to do this. Teaching staff have been asked to engage in conversations with all parents 
during their weekly calls and to share any concerns or questions that parents may have and 
will call parents back if they have had to seek further clarification. 
 
A risk assessment has been written by the senior leadership team and taken to the full 
Governing Body for approval. This is a comprehensive document focusing on all aspects of a 
continued opening to Critical Worker and vulnerable pupils and a possible wider re-opening to 
named key year groups. By writing a thorough risk assessment we can take an informed 
approach to decision making.   
 
Statement from the Headteacher and Chair of Governors  
 
The Headteacher and Chair of Governors have agreed that the school has made appropriate 
preparations that will allow the school to continue to be open for Critical Workers and 
Vulnerable children from 1st June 2020.  
The school will not re-open to the key year groups of Nursery, UFS, Year 1 and Year 6 until the 
Headteacher and the Chair of Governors are satisfied that the school is able to increase its 
capacity beyond the approximate number of 80 Critical Workers and Vulnerable children due in 
school on 1st June 2020.   
The Headteacher and Chair of Governors are taking a cautious approach to the re-opening 
taking into account the views of staff, Wakefield council, the teaching unions and other 
stakeholders. 
Any reopening beyond Critical Workers and Vulnerable pupils, will be phased, one year group 
at a time.  



Should there be any changes in the position of the Government and any significant advice from 
the Local Authority then the Headteacher and Chair of Governors along with the Senior 
Leadership Team will have further consultations.  
 

I will be communicating our operational plans to the identified parents of our Critical Worker 
pupils and Vulnerable pupils at the earliest opportunity taking account of the anticipated 
update information. Let me be clear though, the provision will move to staggered school start 
and finish times based on approximate school hours. Under the new guidance of grouping 
children for safety in to bubbles of no more than 15 children that cannot come into contact 
with each other, we simply cannot provide breakfast and after school childcare. I have already 
made families aware of this. I am very disappointed not to be able to support in this way, this 
is a decision made in line with Government guidance in the interest of trying to reduce the risk 
of virus transmission.  

Next week, during half term the school will be open to the children of Critical Workers and 
Vulnerable pupils, including Bank Holiday Monday from 7.30am until 6.00pm, I thank school 
staff who have worked every half term and bank holiday to enable children to be in 
school.   There will be no planned home learning as it is half term for home schooling, so please 
enjoy half term at home. Our teaching staff will continue to provide home learning after the 
1st of June for all year groups. We are committed to supporting all our families throughout 
these challenging times. 

Very best wishes 

 

Miss Kelly 

 

 


