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L.O. I can plan to write a descriptive narrative

This week we are going to be writing a description of the 
snowman's journey in the short film, 'The Longest Journey'. 
These pieces of writing will be used as part of your Autumn 2 

assessments, so it is time to show off what you can do!
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https://www.literacyshed.com/longestjourney.html

Let's start by watching the film

https://www.literacyshed.com/longestjourney.html
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We do not need to write to describe every single part of the 
snowman's journey. We are just going to describe the most 

interesting parts. We are going to use screen shots from the film to 
plan our writing. 

Describe the moment when the moon came out - everything went dark. Could 
describe the snowman slowly coming to life (a wink/wiggle of his carrot nose 
etc) 

Describe the wind, treacherous snow.... 
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Crossing the river

Contrasting atmosphere in the city - people joyous, celebrating the Christmas 
season.
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How could we end our narrative?
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Feb 1315:45

L.O. I can use relative clauses in my descriptive writing to add 
information to a noun

Write the date and LO into your English 
book.

Now tell your partner what a relative 
clauses is!

In today's lesson we are going to be looking at how to accurately 
use relative clauses in our writing. Let's get started! 
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Human Sentence
Human sentence cards.docx

I think that we could heighten the impact on the reader 
by adding more detail about the chill. 

A freezing chill sent life into a slumber. 
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Human Sentence

Human sentence cards.docx

A freezing chill sent life into a slumber. It swept across the hills.

Ok. This is providing the reader with a bit more detail, 
but how could we improve it even further?
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Human Sentence
Human sentence cards.docx

A freezing chill sent life into a slumber. It swept across the hills.

The second sentence adds a bit of non-vital information 
to the first sentence, so we can drop it in as a relative 

clause! Where would it go? 
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A freezing chill, which swept across the hills, sent life into a slumber. 

Let's have a look in more detail 
at the parts of our new 
sentence. Where is the main 
clause in the sentence?

Is there a subordinate clause?

Yay! We've dropped

 in a relative clause!
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A freezing chill, which swept across the hills, sent life into a slumber. 

The main clause could be a sentence by itself and still make sense:

A freezing chill sent life into a slumber.

Main clause

Subordinate clause

However the second sentence is now a subordinate clause, which 
doesn't make sense by itself: 

which swept across the hills. 
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A freezing chill, which swept across the hills, sent life into a slumber. 

What do you notice about the punctuation?

The 'dropped in' (embedded) relative clause needs to be stapled 
into the sentence with commas!

Main clause

Subordinate clause
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So it's all relative then?

Did anyone spot what we replaced in the sentence when we 
'dropped in' the relative clause?

A freezing chill sent life into a slumber. It swept across the hills.

A freezing chill, which swept across the hills, sent life into a slumber. 

We have replaced the pronoun in the second sentence with a 
relative pronoun! 

A freezing chill sent life into a slumber. It swept across the hills.

A freezing chill, which swept across the hills, sent life into a slumber. 
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'which' is the relative pronoun 
that we use to replace 

'objects' nouns and pronouns. 
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Use your post it notes to re-write these sentences so that they 
include an embedded relative clause. Your main clause will need to 
be split over two post-it notes, and your relative clause will need 
to be on a post it note of it's own!

1) Ellie blinked thoughtfully at her creation. She loved building 
snowmen. 

2) The street was perfectly white. It looked like an unpainted 
canvas.

3) The fields looked like an unfinished painting. Ellie loved to play 
there. 
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Use your post it notes to re-write these sentences so that they 
include an embedded relative clause. Your main clause will need to 
be split over two post-it notes, and your relative clause will need 
to be on a post it note of it's own!

1) Ellie, who loved building snowmen, blinked thoughtfully at her 
creation. 

2) The street, which looked like an unpainted canvas, was perfectly 
white. 

3) The fields, where Ellie loved to play, looked like an unfinished 
painting. 
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In those example sentences, we used the relative pronouns 'who', 
'which' and 'where'. Can you match the relative pronoun to the 
type of nouns/pronouns that it replaces? Look at your sentences to 
help you.

which

who

where

replaces 'objects' nouns and pronouns.

replaces 'place' nouns and pronouns.

replaces 'people' nouns and pronouns.
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Work with your partner to spot what is wrong with this sentence!

Ellie was fast asleep wrapped in a blanket of warmth. She had been 
outside all day playing in the snow. 

Ellie, who she had been outside all day playing in the snow, was fast 
asleep wrapped in a blanket of warmth.

The writer has left the pronoun in the new subordinate clause 
as well as adding a relative pronoun!

So remember, the relative pronoun is instead of not as well as!
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Let's recap

Relative clauses containing non-vital information have to be 
separated from the main clause. Typically, we use commas to 

mark the relative clauses although sometimes we can use other 
pieces of punctuation. Can anybody tell me what punctuation we 

could use to mark a relative clause?

Brackets         Dashes
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Spin the spinner to choose a topic to write your sentence about!

In your writing I expect to see 
that you are choosing the correct 
relative pronoun to use in the 
sentence and that you are 
punctuating your relative clause 
correctly! 

Have a go at using a relative 
clause on your whiteboard.
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We are now going to re-watch the short film 'The Longest 
Journey'. 

https://www.literacyshed.com/longestjourney.html

https://www.literacyshed.com/longestjourney.html


The Longest Journey descriptive writing HOME LEARNING.notebook

22

November 29, 2020

Feb 1315:42

You are going to be writing the narrative of 'The Longest 
Journey'. In our writing we are going to have to use our 
descriptive writing techniques to enable the reader to 

paint a picture of what is happening in their minds. 

You are writing in 3rd person.

I will be looking for relative clauses in your description!
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On your table you have a WAGOLL of a descriptive narrative. You 
need to read the text, and on your post it note write down ONE 

language technique that can be used to heighten the impact on the 
reader. When you have written down the language technique that 

you have identified, come and stick your post it note up on the sheet 
on the board! This will form our writing success criteria for the 

lesson. 
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Success criteria:

- Describe using the 5 senses

- Figurative language (Similes, metaphors, personification) 

- Ambitious vocabulary choices to heighten the effect on the reader

- A range of sentence structures for effect (simple, compound, 
complex - including relative clauses)
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Dec 1910:19

Shared writing 

 

Now it's your turn!
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Discuss with your partner why I 
have chosen it as a WAGOLL. 

Mini plenary
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Mini plenary

Read your description to your partner. 
Have you included a relative clause? Use a 
coloured pencil to underline the relative 

clause. Has your partner used it correctly 
and does it flow within their writing? Have 
they used the correct relative pronoun to 

replace the noun/pronoun?
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Plenary

Peer assessment 

Has your partner...

Used full stops, capital 
letters, commas for lists 
and apostrophes for 
contractions correctly?

Used powerful, descriptive 
vocabulary?

Used relative clauses with the correct 
relative pronoun and the correct 
punctuation?

Used some higher order punctuation? Made any spelling mistakes?

Written in joined, legible 
handwriting?
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Discursive Writing (Balanced Argument)
Purpose/Audience PEE Technique Vocabulary/Phrases You Might Use


Introduction • This introduces the idea or theme 
you are going to discuss.  


• It should capture the reader’s 
interest and engages them – just 
like in narrative writing. 


• Outline the main points and try to 
introduce the topic in a lively and 
engaging way.  


• Avoid introducing any main 
arguments in this paragraph.  


• You might like to provide 
some background information 
on the topic here.


• You don’t need to use this here, as 
it is more of a general summary of 
what you will be discussing. 


• It may be useful to use the 
language of the question/essay 
title to help you discuss 
the purpose. 


• Opening with a quotation/
question or statement can be 
effective. Remember that, even in 
this style of writing, engaging the 
reader is important. 


• If discussing a text, a brief 
summary can be used but do 
not retell the entire plot.


• When discussing the topic of... 


• Have you ever stopped to consider...? 


• The use of ...... has long been debated. 


• ......are often a controversial topic. 


• The truth: it’s hard to find, isn’t it? 


• In a novel based on......we often find reference 
to... 


• ......is a fascinating question... 


*Try to use the third person (and passive voice).


*Avoid using ‘I’ –this can weaken your discussion/
arguments.


*Use Standard English and a variety of vocabulary. 
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Discursive Writing (Balanced Argument)


Initial 
Paragraph/s
(Introducing one/
similar side/s of 
the argument)


• In discursive writing, there are 
different ways you can approach 
the structure.  


• Some people like to address one 
side of the argument in the first 
few paragraphs, followed by 
the other side of the argument 
in the remaining paragraphs.


Point: Make sure your points are 
clear and relevant to the question.
Evidence: Support each point with 
an example/fact/statistic/quotation.
Explanation: Explain how this is 
relevant to the initial question 
asked or essay title. 


*It is always important to link 
to what you were initially asked 
to ensure you are answering the 
question. You should also explain 
the finer points of your evidence. 


Sequencing


Firstly


Secondly


Finally


Subsequently


Adding


and


Also


As well as


Moreover


too


Furthermore


Additionally


In addition


Comparing


Similarly


Likewise


As with


Like


Equally


In the same way


Contrasting 
Paragraph/s
(Introducing 
the opposing 
argument/s)


• Present the opposing/contrasting 
views equally. 


• Discuss the other side/s 
of the argument.


Point: Make sure your points are 
clear and relevant to the question.
Evidence: Support each point with 
an example/fact/statistic/quotation.
Explanation: Explain how this is 
relevant to the initial question 
asked or essay title. 


*It is always important to link back 
to what you were initially asked 
to ensure you are answering the 
question. You should also explain 
the finer points of your evidence.


Contrasting


Whereas


Instead of


Alternatively


Otherwise


Unlike


On the other hand


Conversely


Illustrating


For example


Such as


For instance


In the case of


As revealed by


Illustrated by


shown when


Cause and Effect


because


So


Therefore


Thus


Consequently


Hence
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Conclusion • Reach a decision, based on the 
discussion, about your view.  


• This is about summarising the 
reasons behind your beliefs.


• You do not need to use PEE here. 


• You might like to refer to key 
points that you have discussed 
already in the essay/response. 


• You might explain what swayed 
your view. 


• Be more succinct with language 
and try to end your response 
with a strong statement. 


Emphasising


In particular


Above all


Especially


Significantly


Indeed


Notably


In conclusion


To conclude


Finally


Ultimately


Having given all opinions due 
consideration...


Discursive Writing (Balanced Argument)
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Ticket destination: editing station



Challenge

Do you have a multi-clause sentence? 

Can you underline the subordinate clause in red and the main clause in blue? Can you write ‘SC’ above the subordinating conjunction?

Whereabouts in the sentence is the subordinate clause?

Can you switch the sentence structure around so that your writing has a range of openers?



Arrived at destination:















Ticket destination: editing station



Vocabulary check 

Have you used ambitious vocabulary for the description? Similes? Metaphors? Personification?

Can you use a pencil and a ruler to underline any ambitious vocabulary that you have used?

Can you improve any vocabulary with a thesaurus?



Arrived at destination:







Ticket destination: editing station



Punctuation check 

Check for the basics – question marks after questions, exclamation marks, full stops and capital letters used correctly.

Have you missed any commas? Remember commas after fronted adverbials and to separate clauses.

Challenge: Can you include a semi-colon? (Only if you know how it works!) 

Arrived at destination:











Ticket destination: editing station



Spellings

Have a look for spellings that do not look right. Use a dictionary or the Year 5/6 word list to check the spelling of these words. 

Challenge: Can you find all of your misspelled words?



Arrived at destination:
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Challenge

Do you have evidence of parenthesis? 

Can you underline the parenthesis in your description?

Whereabouts in the sentence is the parenthesis?

Have you used the most appropriate punctuation to mark the parenthesis? 

Arrived at destination:
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