
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

September 2020 

 

Dear Parents, 

It has been lovely to welcome the children into school and see how quickly they have settled into the 

daily routines and school life.  

As a school, we are passionate about reading and constantly re-evaluate our approach to the teaching 

of reading to ensure all our children, not only progress and achieve in their reading, but also develop 

a life-long enjoyment and enthusiasm in reading for pleasure. As we enter a new academic year, we 

have revised our reading offer for our children. As we are unable to meet parents as normal in the 

Autumn term, we are having to communicate these changes via letters and through our school 

website. Miss Hudson is currently designing a Read, Write, Inc page which will fully explain our 

approach to reading and provide resources for parents to support at home. Keep an eye out for this 

in the coming weeks. 

What will reading in Foundation Stage look like? 

This academic year, we are implementing The Read Write Inc. Phonics programme  

Learning to read is the most important thing your child will learn at our school. Everything else 

depends on it, so we put as much energy as we possibly can into making sure that every single child 

learns to read as quickly as possible. 

We want your child to love reading – and to want to read for themselves. This is why we put our efforts 

into making sure they develop a love of books as well as simply learning to read.  

How will my child be taught to read? 

We start by teaching phonics to the children in the Reception class and this continues into Year 1. This 

means that they learn how to ‘read’ the sounds in words and how those sounds can be written down. 

This is essential for reading, but it also helps children learn to spell well. 

We teach the children simple ways of remembering these sounds and letters. Ask them to show you 

what these are.  

The children also practise reading (and spelling) what we call ‘tricky words’, such as ‘once,’ 
‘have,’ ‘said’ and ‘where’.  

The children practise their reading with books that match the phonics and the ‘tricky words’ 
they know. They start thinking that they can read and this does wonders for their confidence.  

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

By the end of Year 1, we would want children to be secure in their phonics sounds and move onto 

reading strategies and comprehension skills moving into Year 2.  

What can I do to help? 
Your child will bring home their weekly sounds they have been learning in class. Help your child to 

sound out the letters in words and then to ‘push’ the sounds together to make a whole word. Try not 

to refer to the letters by their names. Help your child to focus on the sounds. You can hear how to say 

the sounds correctly at this link:  

https://ruthmiskin.com/en/find-out-more/parents/#lg=1&slide=2 

We know parents and carers are very busy people. But if you can find time to read to your child as 
much as possible, it helps him or her to learn about books and stories. They also learn new words and 
what they mean. Show that you are interested in reading yourself and talk about reading as a family. 
You can find out about good stories to read to your child here:  

https://www.facebook.com/miskin.education  

 

Kind regards, 

Mrs Kendall 

Deputy Headteacher  
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